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WHEREAS, a comprehensive transportation system plays 
a key role in the balanced growth and economic development of 
North Carolina; and 


WHEREAS, such a modern transportation system provides 
safer and more convenient access to jobs, more economical 
transport of raw materials and finished products, and closer 
ties with centers of commerical, cultural, recreational, 
religious and social activity; and 


WHEREAS, the transportation industry in North Carolina 
has been a leader in helping move our state forward; and 


WHEREAS, the full cooperation among the local, state 
and federal governments in developing and maintaining 
transportation facilities and programs exemplifies an 
Outstanding partnership effort; and 

WHEREAS, the theme, "Transportation Gets Us Together!", 
literally tells the story of the importance of our transportation 
system in linking the Ports with the Piedmont and the Mountains: 


THEREFORE, I proclaim the week of May 13-19, 1979, as 
TRANSPORTATION WEEK IN NORTH CAROLINA 


and commend this observance to our citizens. 


Go: 7 7 
James B. Hunt, Jr. 
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Department of Transportation 


P.O. Box 25201 Raleigh 27611 (919) 733-2520 


James B. Hunt.Jr.. Governor Thomas W. Bradshaw, Jr., Secretary 
May 3, 1979 


Dear Fellow North Carolinians: 


During this year's observance of "Transportation Week" —May 13-19 — in North 
Carolina, we face some critical choices. Our theme "Transportation Gets Us 
Together," literally tells the story of our endeavor to link the Ports with 

the Piedmont and the Mountains. At the same time, we must keep in mind that 
many factors which have influenced our decisions in the past are rapidly changing. 


There are many factors which require that we continue to explore alternative means 
to accomplish our goals. Some major factors include: rampant inflation affecting 
highway construction and maintenance, reduced funds from gas tax revenues, higher 
gasoline prices, and the need for less expensive and more efficient ways to trans- 
port goods and people. 


(continued on back page) 
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Secretary of Transportation Tom Bradshaw, right, and Bill Garmon, 
president of the North Carolina Rural Safety Council, discuss 
locations of numerous train and motor vehicle collisions in the state. 
The safety council, along with state government agencies involved in 
highway safety and the state’s railroads, announced details recently 
for “Operation Lifesaver,” a new volunteer public education program 
to combat the rapidly rising accident, injury and fatality toll at high- 
way and rail crossings across the state. 


‘Operation Lifesaver’ 


Citing an average of one collision 
each day between a train and motor 
vehicle in North Carolina, Secretary 
Tom Bradshaw recently announced 
plans for “Operation Lifesaver,” a 
new volunteer public education 
program to combat the rapidly rising 
accident, injury and fatality toll at the 
state’s highway and rail crossings. 

Sponsored by the North Carolina 
Rural Safety Council in conjunction 
with state government agencies con- 
cerned with highway safety and the 
state’s railroads, the program will 
promote safety at the more than 
5,400 public railroad crossings in the 
state, according to Bradshaw. 

The transportation secretary is 
serving on the program’s Advisory 
Board. Over 100 transportation de- 
partment employees are participating 
in “Operation Lifesaver.” 

In a speech to the Rural Safety 
Council, Bradshaw noted there were 
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366 rail crossing accidents in North 
Carolina last year. He pointed out 
that the upgrading of safety factors at 
rail crossings is a major function of 
the transportation department. 

“Last year, signals were installed or 


upgraded at 111 crossings,” he said. 


“This year we are improving signals 
at 160 crossings.” 

Bradshaw said that safety improve- 
ments will be made at approximately 
200 crossings annually in the future 
and that more than $30 million has 
been allocated to this program since 
1974. 

National studies indicate that 
driver error and complacency are the 
chief causes of rail crossing acci- 
dents, Bradshaw said. 

“The obvious solution is greater 
public awareness of the danger that 
exists at rail crossings. And the key to 
increasing public awareness is edu- 
cation.” 
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“Operation Lifesaver” will use two 
approaches in educating motorigggsto 
these dangers. A speakers’ b 
will be available for civic clubs or 
community groups. In addition, the 
message will be carried in a wide 
variety of driving and safety-oriented 
training programs to reach target 
groups on a regular basis. 

DOT staff members from the Traf- 
fic Engineering Section of the 
Division of Highways, and the Gover- 
nor’s Highway Safety Program and 
the Traffic Safety Education Services 
Section of the Division of Motor 
Vehicles will participate in the 
speaker’s bureau. 

In addition, the traffic safety edu- | 
cation specialists will reach about — 
30,000 school bus drivers each year 


through initial training and in-service 
programs. The specialists also will | 
make the presentations to interested | 
motorists through defensive driving 
courses and problem drivers through 
driver improvement clinics. 

In another transportation depart- 
ment feature of the program, a direct 
mail enclosure with a rail crossing 
safety message and the telepbane 
number for presentations (area 
919—787-5739) will be sent to drivers 
in the renewal notice for their 
operator’s license. 
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Vanpool Effort | 


In light of soaring gasoline prices 
and spot shortages of fuel, the trans- 
portation department’s vanpool pro- 
gram has become increasingly at- 
tractive. 

Last year the foundation for a state 
employee vanpool program _ was 
established. Because _ state-owned 
vehicles cannot be used for com- 
muting, the State Employee Vanpool | 
Program is based on_ individually 
owned and operated vans. 

Qualified state employees may take | 
advantage of an arrangement with 
the State Employees Credit Union to 
purchase vans for commuting. Under 
the program, such vans may be pur- 
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| W. Eugene Barber, a Machine 
Operator I at the Equipment Shop 
in Carthage, receives two cer- 
tificates of appreciation from 
Secretary Tom Bradshaw. Barber 
received the certificates (one 
from Governor Jim Hunt and the 
other from the Department of 
Transportation) for his sug- 
gestion concerning storage of 
heating fuel at the equipment 
shop. Since no actual cash 
savings were realized from the 
s Barber received the cer- 
i--- and one day of ad- 
id nal leave. Secretary Brad- 
shaw noted he was pleased with 
the great degree of participation 
by transportation department 
employees in the suggestion pro- 
gram. 


elps Employees 


chased without a down payment. 
In addition, the vanpool program 
_underwrites the financial risk of start- 
ing a vanpool during its first year of 
operation. If a vanpool effort is not 
able to maintain an adequate number 
of riders during its first year, the state 
will cover the capital loss incurred up 
to the sale of the van. 
Priority parking is also available to 
‘vanpool groups. 
_ For more information about start- 
ing a vanpool, contact Roger Pratt, 
the state’s vanpool program coor- 
_dinator, in the public transportation 
division in Raleigh at (919) 733-4713. 
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Savings Bonds Campaign Begins 


Transportation department em- 
ployees will be given an opportunity 
to “Take Stock in America” during 
June. 

The annual United States Savings 
Bond Campaign will be held June 1- 
30 statewide for all DOT employees, 
according to Steve Merritt, 1979 
campaign chairman. 

“Each unit or section will receive 
‘sign-up cards’ before June 1,” said 
Merritt, who is special projects direc- 
tor for the department. “We hope all 
employees will have an opportunity to 
participate in this program. If they 
wish to participate and have not been 
contacted by the second week of 
June, they can contact me at (919) 
733-2964 and we will provide the 
necessary information.” 

Merritt noted that department em- 
ployees may purchase the bonds 
through the Payroll Savings Plan. 

Secretary Tom Bradshaw said the 
Payroll Savings Plan is “a convenient 
way to purchase bonds and we are 
glad to make this feature available to 
our employees.” 

“Buying Savings Bonds helps our 
government manage the national 
debt in the most non-inflationary 
manner and helps finance programs 
which help us all. Of course, we are 
most familiar in our department with 
transportation projects, but Savings 
Bonds’ dollars are also used for 
programs to improve our environ- 
ment and raise our standard of living, 
including housing, education and 
health.” 

Merritt cited the “bonds for 
education” feature of the program. 

“You can buy the bonds in your 
child’s name and file a tax return in 
the child’s name, listing any bond in- 
terest as income at the end of the first 
tax year,” he said. “This would 
establish ‘intent,’ so no further returns 
would be needed for a ‘tax-free’ edu- 
cation plan—unless your child’s in- 
come should exceed the exemption 
total.” 
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The campaign chairman said there 
currently are about 2,200 DOT par- 
ticipants in the program. Last year 
317 new participants joined the pro- 
gram and 70 employees increased the 
amount of their purchase during the 
campaign. 
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The department’s four division 
heads help launch this year’s U.S. 
Savings Bonds’ campaign which 
will be held in June. Preparing to 
sign-up for payroll deduction are, 
seated, Elbert L. Peters, Jr., Com- 
missioner of Motor Vehicles, left, 
and Billy Rose, Highway Adminis- 
trator. Reviewing promotional 
materials for the campaign are, 
standing, David B. Hayes, Assis- 
tant Secretary-Management, left, 
and Pearson Stewart, Assistant 
Secretary-Planning. 
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We must have a comprehensive transportation system to insure an improved quality 
of life for the people of our state. Transportation's contribution to balanced 
growth and economic development cannot be underestimated. As the Governor noted 
in his 1979 State of the State message to the General Assembly, "Our economy, of 
course, rides on our transportation system — highways, ports, airports, and 
public transportation. . ." We have made progress in tying our state together 
with the east-west highway program and in developing alternative forms of trans- 
portation, but there is more to be done. 


There are many new challenges facing us and we must seek innovative and imaginative 
solutions for the future. As we prepare for the 1980's and the 21st century, we 
must develop new approaches and maintain current facilities, especially in view 

of the prospect of declining revenues. It is critical, therefore, that all our citi- 
zens take an active role in participating in the public process which affects these 
decisions. The North Carolina Department of Transportation recently concluded 14 
public meetings across the state concerning improvements for aviation, public trans- 
portation and rail service. We have also scheduled an additional 14 public meetings 


to be held throughout North Carolina from May 22 - June 21 to seek suggestions on 


improvements to our highway system. 
t 


We are committed to seeking and acting upon citizen input and local governmental 


requests. 


We hope this year's observance of "Transportation Week" will encourage 


more people to become active participants in developing our comprehensive trans- 


portation program. 
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May ‘Transportation Month’ In State 


While May 13-19 was officially 
“National Transportation Week,” the 
entire month of May easily could have 
been designated as “Transportation 
Month” in North Carolina. 

Under the theme, “Transportation 
gets us together,” numerous activities 
were held in observance of National 
Transportation Week in North 
Carolina. On May 15, two important 
events were held. Governor Jim Hunt 
addressed Department of Transporta- 
tion employees in an assembly 
program at the Highway Building in 
Raleigh to commend them and all 
other DOT workers for their role in 
transportation progress. At a break- 
fast in Raleigh, former transportation 
officials who made significant contri- 
butions to transportation in North 
Carolina were honored. Secretary 
Tom Bradshaw presented each with a 
“Roads Scholar” certificate to honor 
their achievements. 

Spencer Shops, the largest railroad 
repair facility ever built in the South, 
was opened for a special showing to 
the public May 14-18. Donated to the 
state by the Southern Railway Com- 


TRANSPORTATION YESTERDAY: 


pany, the facility, located near 
Salisbury, is recognized as a historic 
site and is presently being restored. It 
is scheduled to open officially in 1983 
to the public. The department’s 
award-winning “History of Transpor- 
tation” slide presentation was shown 
at a temporary visitors’ center. Rail 
cars, steam engines, early diesels and 
other transportation artifacts also 
were on display. 


‘Ride on the Right’ 


This year’s theme for “North 
Carolina Bicycle Week” May 6-12 
was “Ride on the Right.” Secretary 
Bradshaw said the theme “is a 
reminder to both cyclists and 
motorists that the bicycle is a partner 
with other vehicles on many of our 
roads.” 

A brochure describing activities 
local communities could initiate to 
increase public knowledge about 
biking was distributed by the North 
Carolina Bicycle Committee, accor- 
ding to Curtis Yates, the depart- 
ment’s bicycle program coordinator. 


In North Carolina: 1942—Right-of-way unit set up as separate entity. 


Elsewhere: 1893—Duryea brothers build and demonstrate first successful American 


motor vehicle, powered by a gasoline engine. 


Aerospace Contest 


The third annual Eastern U. S. 
Aerospace Contest was held in 
Charlotte on May 12. The contest was 
held at the N. C. Air National Guard 
facility at Douglas Airport. It is held 
each year to promote aviation 
education and allow students oppor- 
tunities to demonstrate skills, 
knowledge, and performance in avi- 
ation and related fields. 

Contestants, students in grades 
nine through 12, compete for prizes in 
the areas of aviation science, aviation 
pre-flight, aviation display, and aerial 
navigation. 

The contest is sponsored jointly by 
the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation through the  aero- 
nautics division, the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction, and 
the Aviation Education Committee of 
North Carolina. 

Secretary Bradshaw commented, 
“We’re pleased to have worked with 
the education agency in planning this 
event. Our mutual involvement in this 
project is a fine example of what can 
be achieved through interagency 
cooperation.” 


